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EDQAR ALLAN POE.
" Touching your Essay, Burton not only lies, hut de-
liberately and wilfully lies ;  for the last time but one
that I saw him I called his attention to the MS, which
was then at die top of a pile of other MSS. sent for pre-
miuma, in a drawer of the office desk.    The last day I
was in the office I saw the Essay in the same position,
and am perfectly sure it is there still.    You know it is a
peculiar looking MS. and I could not mistake it.    In
saying it was not in his possession his sole design was to
vex you, and  through you myself.    Were  I in your
place I would take some summary method of dealing
with the scoundrel, whose infamous line of conduct in
regard to this whole Premium scheme merits, and shall
receive exposure.    I am firmly convinced that it was
never his intention to pay one dollar of the money of-
fered i  and indeed his plain intimations to that effect,
made to me personally and directly, were the imme-
diate reason of my cutting the connexion so abruptly as I
did.    If yon could, in any way, spare the time to come
on to Philadelphia, I think I could put you in the way
of detecting diis villain in his rascality.    I would go
down with you to the office, open the drawer in his pres-
ence, and take the MS. from beneath his very nose.    I
think this would be a good deed done, and would act as
& caution to such literary swindlers in future.    "What
think you of this plan ?   Will you come on ?   Write im-
mediately — in reply." 1
In support of Burton's charge of Poe's habits of at thia time, nothing has been brought except an undated letter from himself to
1 T?oe to Suodgrnss, June 17, 1840.   MS. copy.
